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had no settled plan of life, nor looked forward at all, but merely lived from day to day. Yet he read a great deal in a desultory manner, without any scheme of study, as chance threw books in his way, and inclination directed him through them. He used to mention one curious instance of his casual reading, when but a boy. Having imagined that his brother had hid some apples behind a large folio upon an upper shelf in his father's shop, he climbed up to search for them. There were no apples ; but the large folio proved to be Petrarch, whom he had seen mentioned in some preface, as one of the restorers of learning. His curiosity having been thus excited, he sat down with avidity, and read a great part of the book. What he read during these two years he told me, was not works of mere amusement,' not voyages and travels, but all literature, Sir, all ancient writers, all manly: though but little Greek, only some of Anacreon and Hesiod ; but in this irregular manner (added he) I had looked into a great many books, which were not commonly known at the Universities, where they seldom read any books but what are put into their hands by their tutors; so that when I came to Oxford, Dr. Adams, now master of Pembroke College, told me I was the best qualified for the University that he had ever known come there1.'
In estimating the progress of his mind during these two years, as well as in future periods of his life, we must not regard his own hasty confession of idleness ; for we sec, when he explains himself, that lie was acquiring various stores ; and, indeed he himself concluded the account with saying,' I would not have you think I was doing nothing then,' He might, perhaps, have studied more assiduously; but it may be doubted whether such a mind as his was not more enriched by roaming at large in the fields of literature than if it had been confined to any single spot. The analogy
1 Perhaps Johnson had his  own     of intellectual  eminence, he spent
early reading in mind when he thus     much of his time over his books ; but
describes Pope's reading: at about the     he read only to store his mind with
same age.   'During this period of    facts and images, seizing all that his
his life he was indefatigably diligent     authors    presented    with    undistin-
and   insatiably   curious;    wanting-     guishing- voracity,  and with an ap-
health  for violent, and money for     petite for knowledge too eager to be
expensive pleasures, and having ex-     nice.1   Johnson's Works, viii. 239. cited in himself very strong desires
betweenreii. VVl'ilii lo Mr*.. 'I'hrale, who had lolil lii lhat '.he had on one occasion j;o ii[;aiii'.l (lie «i-.h «if her min-cs, staid: 'Thai the nnrseh f'reiied \s Mipply me durint; life with an a ditional moiive to Uee|i every ehi UN liir as is [in'i'.ilile, inn ul'a MUI-M jiower. A iiiii'sc made of coinuii mould will have a pride in ovi cmiiiii^ n child's rclnclanee. '['hi tin- few miiuU in which tyranny not dcli|,;hif'i!l ; power is Hoe     These  little   memorials  soothe  my person in all the moods and tenses.     mind.'   Annals^ p. 12.
